
Living Through the FEAR of Pandemic. Some Reflections

• The first confirmed case of COVID-19 in India was on January 27, 2020. 
• First wave
• Second wave
• Official count – around 400 thousand
• New York Times (May 25, 2021) above 4 million
• Uttar Pradesh – the number is unimaginable. 
•

• Yesterday we had over 50,000 cases and above 1200 deaths (mind you these are official 
counts and in India we hardly believe it.)

•

• April 19, 20, 21, 24 four deaths in our seminary

• Apathy and abandonment by the government. 
Under reporting and fudging of records

• Attitude of the Christian communities 
Fear (lack of genuine love), ignorance and hope.

The gospel passage for today Mk. 5:21-43 has two miracle stories of Jesus. 

Jairus’ daughter (21-24; 35-43)

He is a leader of the synagogue. Neither his birth religion and its official institution is helping 
him to face this grave challenge where he is about to lose his daughter. His actions shows his 
desperation: he fell at his feet; he begged him repeatedly. There are few things to notice here. 
Jairus loved his daughter very dearly and for her he is willing to go to any extent even if it costs
his position in the synagogue and in the society. Secondly, he somehow knows that he has 
come to the right person (Jesus) who can through his coming and laying of hands on his 
daughter would make her well and she will live (23). 

While on the way, Jesus heals another woman and probably Jairus’ faith is reiterated in Jesus 
that he came to the right person for help. However, he receives the terrible news that that his 
daughter is no more. He is being advised “why bother the teacher now?”

Jesus’ reaction to the “bad-news” is: “do not fear, only believe” (36). He knew that the 
fundamental problem was FEAR. 

Woman with Haemorrhages (25-34)

Mark interjects this story between Jairus’ daughter’s story. He mentions that it happened while
he was on the way to Jairus’ house. For Jesus (and his followers), every moment, every journey 
is an opportunity for an act of “healing.” Just because he is on the way for an emergency duty 
he will not stop refusing healing to those who are in need. 

Mark doesn’t name the woman. But from his account it is clear that she suffered a lot and that 
too for 12 years. She endured physical, emotional, social and financial pain. All the available 
medical (of the time) help she availed but but instead of getting better it got worse. In the 
process she lost everything she had. 



This woman too had heard about Jesus. However, the social stigma associated with her sickness
would not allow her to come openly to Jesus. She lived constantly in FEAR of her sickness and 
also fear of the society. One cannot imagine such a life – a life devoid of anything good, 
happiness and pain. However, she found a way to overcome her fear. She decided to touch 
Jesus’ clothes and be made well. But this she cannot do in public. She had to hide herself behind
the crowd and go and touch Jesus. She did it and immediately found herself to be completely 
healed. 

Mark doesn’t end the story there. He could have. She is healed. Problem solved. Well, she is 
only healed physically. She continues to live in fear of the society. This is where the story takes 
a very radical turn. It is not just the woman who needs healing but the whole society including 
his disciples (they were making a fuss when Jesus said that someone touched him). Jesus asked: 
“who touched my clothes?” Why should he bother? Lev. 15 states that anyone who touches a 
woman with discharge also stands unclean. Jesus wants the woman to overcome her fear of the 
society, of the levitical law and declare that she has received healing (she told him the whole 
truth) (33). In the process, he dared to exposes himself as “unclean” to the society that has 
shunned and ill treated women like her for centuries. For the crowd, now, both the woman and 
Jesus are “unclean.” The society, the crowd, the disciples have to make a choice now. Will they 
continue to live in fear, fear that breeds injustice to oneself and others? The woman has made 
her choice. She overcame the spirit of fear and found her healing. Jesus said to her: “Daughter, 
your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease” (34). Her healing is 
complete now. She is not just an unknown woman in the crowd but she is a daughter now. 

Friends, FEAR breeds ignorance, indifference, superstition, unbelief, hopelessness. Fear, doesn’t
take you to God. Whereas, the common notion prevalent among followers of different religion 
is that in our fear we search god, we find god. Jesus breaks this myth. Fear cannot lead you to 
God. Fear and belief in God cannot go together. We have to chose one. What do you chose 
today? FEAR or God?


